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WORD OF LIFE 

ñA child is loved because he is oneôs child: not because 
he is beautiful, or because he is like this or like that...Not 
because he thinks as I do, or embodies my dreams. A 
child is a child: a life generated by us but intended for 
him, for his good, for the good of the family, or society, of 

mankind as a whole.ò 

~Pope Francis, General Audience, February 11, 2015. 

Matthew 11:2-11 ï Third Sunday of Advent 
ñGaudete Sundayò 

Today, the Third Sunday of Advent, we celebrate Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means ñrejoice.ò Although Advent is a season of penitence and  
preparation, today is always set aside by the Church to relax and rejoice in the Lord. All of our readings today deal with Christian joy. This may seem 

not in keeping with the overall mood encouraged for Advent, but it is most definitely in keeping with what we need to feel, and it is definitely  

appropriate for those who embrace stewardship as a way of life.  

CATHOLIC HEART WORK CAMP Next meeting will be 
This Sunday December 11 in the Manning Center after 
the 11:30am Mass. There are still spots available. If you 
would like to join us please contact Kathy Laske and get 
your $90 deposit in now to secure your seat.  CHWC 2017 
is in Fremont, Nebraska! ï June 25th-Jul 1st. CHWC is for 
students currently in grades 8-12 & for adults 21 or older 
who would like to chaperone.  
BAKE SALE CHWC students will be having their annual 
Holiday bake sale next weekend December 18. Please 
stop by their table in the narthex and stock up on baked 
items for Holiday visitors. 
ATTENTION ALL YOUTH: The annual church cleaning 
with the HALOS will take place on December 18 from 4-
6pm. Pizza afterwards!  Sign up sheets are on the table in 
the narthex. Youth Group that week will immediately  
follow and may end by 7:30pm.  
KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS CONTEST! . Deadline is 
Dec 15! Letôs encourage our young artists to show us how 
to keep Christ in Christmas.  
BARNES & NOBLE GIFT WRAPPING: Attention CHWC 
students! This is for YOU!  Please be prepared to work 
these Dates: Dec 20,21 & 22 from 9a-5p. We did this last 
year and itôs back by your request:) Contact Kathy Laske 
(760-0144) to sign up.  
CHRISTMAS SKIT: A practice has been scheduled Dec 
11th after the 11:30am Mass. Please meet in the church 
by the choir area. Contact Marilynne at (269) 903-5165 
with any questions. 
WE HAVE A NEW SCRAP METAL SIGN!: As always 
thank you so much for all your donations. If you have 
scrap metal & would like it picked up please contact Hugh 

Swager at 269-626-3413. All proceeds go to CHWC.  

YOUTH & RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CRE: Ellen Chenier:  cre@stmartinvicksburg.org 

269-649-1629 ext 27  

SERVER SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK  

DATE MASS CANDLE-BEARER   CANDLE-BEARER   CROSS-BEARER 
Dec 17  6:00p Jackie Kelly    Vanessa Kelly        Sue Maneikis 
Dec 18  7:30a Brendan Flanagan    Michael Flanagan        Jane Guido 

Dec 18 11:30a Eric Swager    Joey Loriso        Angelina Loriso 

DATE MASS LECTOR  BODY  BLOOD   
Dec 17 6:00p Nancy Hilaski Deacon  Tammy Ramlow  
    Marilynne Gauthier Mike Anderson Gary Gauthier 

        Deena Anderson 

USHERS: Mike VanNoorloow, Christy Salsibury, Devon Swiat, Toni Dibble 
Dec 18 7:30a Beth Russell Deacon  Bret Verner  
  Kathy Waldron Jamie Corder Marianne Verner 
      Bill Zeman  
USHERS: Mary Thomas, John Polasek, Al & MaryAnn Koenigsknecht 
Dec 18 11:30a Mary Herder Deacon  Emily Crawford, Volunteer 
    Quintin Meyers Tom Willmeng Linda Crawford , Volunteer 
        Sue Stolarz 
USHERS: Chad, Mary, Madison and Eric Hessling 

COFFEE & DONUTS: 7:30am Maneikis & Curtis  11:30am John Polasek 

ST. MARTIN OF TOURSST. MARTIN OF TOURS  
5855 East W  Avenue, PO BOX 264, Vicksburg, MI 49097  

(269) 649-1629 St. Vincent De Paul Ext 70  www.stmartinvicksburg.org 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE AND PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE 

MASS DECEMBER 24/25   LOCATION  TIME 
Childrenôs Christmas Skit 12/24 St Martin of Tours/Vicksburg                  3:30PM 

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass 12/24 St Martin of Tours/Vicksburg                  4:00PM 
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass 12/24 St. Edward/Mendon   6:00PM 

Christmas Day 12/25  St Martin of Tours/Vicksburg                 12:00AM 

Christmas Day 12/25  St. Martin of Tours/Vicksburg                10:30AM 
Christmas Day 12/25  St. Edward/Mendon   9:00AM 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
 

MASS DECEMBER 31/JANUARY 01, 2017  LOCATION   TIME 
Weekend Masses will follow the regular schedule! 

Vigil Mass 12/31   St Edward/Mendon                                  4:00PM 

Vigil Mass 12/31   St Martin of Tours/Vicksburg                  6:00PM 
Mass   01/01   St Martin of Tours/Vicksburg   7:30AM 

Mass   01/01   St Martin of Tours/Vicksburg                11:30AM 
Mass    01/01   St Edward/Mendon                                  9:30AM 

The Parish office will be closed December 26, 2016-January 1, 2017. 

Normal Office hours will resume on January 2, 2017. 

9AM Daily Masses will be celebrated on the usual schedule- 
Tues. & Thurs. at St. Edward, Mendon 

Wed. & Fri. at St. Martin of Tours, Vicksburg 
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Sunday, December 11 
10:00 a.m.ð11:15 a.m. Religious Education classes & Adult Study Group 
12:45 p.m.  CHWC meeting in Manning Center 
  8:30a.m.ð1:00 p.m. Farmerôs Breakfast 
  5:00 p.m.ð8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
Monday, December 12 
10:00 a.m.  Prayer Shawl Group 
  6:30 p.m.  Bible study with Msgr. Martin 
  7:00 p.m.  St Vincent DePaul 
Tuesday, December 13 
  6:30 p.m.   Choir practice 
  7:00 p.m.  Knights of Columbus 
Wednesday, December 14 
  9:00 a.m. Mass  ÀGladys Gilding by Margot Shick 
  6:30 p.m.  Religious Education classes 
  7:00 p.m.  Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Thursday, December 15 
  7:00 p.m.  R.C.I.A. 
Friday, December 16 
  8:00  - 9:00 a.m.  Adoration 
  9:00 a.m. Mass  ÀCarol Ankley by Sarah Weingartz 
Saturday, December 17 
  7:30 a.m.  Menôs Group 
10:00 a.m.ð11:00 a.m. Confessions 
  6:00 p.m. Mass  ÀHenry Zeman by the Zeman Family  
Sunday, December 18 
(Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-6  Rom 1:1-7 Mt 1:18-24) 
  7:30 a.m. Mass  For the people of St. Martin 
10:00 a.m.ð11:15 a.m. Religious Ed Classes & Adult Study Group 
11:30 a.m. Mass  ÀGeorge Hatfield Sr. by Judy Hatfield 
 5:00 p.m.ð7:30 p.m. Youth Center 

PARISH & MASS SCHEDULE 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

YTD RESERVES:$8,550.72 Pls. remember this financial statement of reserves  
reports the previous quarterôs change in cumulative ending balance. The  
decrease last quarter is attributable to withdrawal for roofing expenses + market 
fees/losses. Please feel free to direct questions concerning our Parishôs financial 
postings to our Business Manager:  businessmgr@stmartinvicksburg.org or call 
269.649.1629 x23.    
SCRIP CARDS:  16 families participated/building fund net is $124.33  
             SPONSOR OF THE WEEK:  
                         VICKSBURG ROOFING SIDING & WINDOWS                                          
Our bulletin is brought to us free of charge thanks to the generous support of our 

advertisers. Please continue your patronage of our advertisers. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  Jim Barrett, Larry Houghtaling, Jim Jann, Sam Lewinski,  
Helen Michnick, Bonnie Moser, Vickie Pearl, Frank Penar, Paul Portland Cathy 
Rice, Phyllis Rinke, Andrew Riese, Ed & Sue Sehy, Eddie Sharp, MaryAnne 

Smith, Dave Williams, Becky Yonker, Mary (Zonyk) Wagar, Carol Whitfield 

LITURGICAL VOLUNTEERS are needed for the Christmas and 
Solemnity of Mary Masses. This includes ushers, lectors, altar  
servers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. Sign-up 
sheets are in the narthex.  
NEXT FARMERS BREAKFAST is December 11, 8:00að1:00p 
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS will be selling Christmas cards in 
the narthex after all weekend Masses until Dec 11th! Please stop 
by the Knights table and see these beautiful cards which will keep 
Christ in Christmas.  
CHRISTMAS SCRIP ORDERS! December 19 (Monday 9am) will 
be the last day to special order any gift cards from St Martinsô if you 
wish delivery before Christmas.  
GIVING TREE: Today is the final weekend for returning gifts for the 
Giving Tree. If you have forgotten your gift(s), it can be taken to the 
office on Monday by 10A or you may contact a committee member 
or leave a message in the office. Thank you for all your many  
donations this Holiday season. St. Martinôs Parish is truly generous 
and many people will be blessed through your generosity. 
SOUTH COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES for the month of  
December will be collection the following items: boxed stuffing, 
canned chicken or tuna and bar soap.  
THE DIOCESAN TRAUMA RECOVERY PROGRAM will be hold-
ing the next round of classes in the greater Kalamazoo area, begin-
ning February 6, 2017.  Registration is now open and space is  
limited.  If you believe your past hurts (from childhood experiences 
of abuse ï verbal/physical/sexual ï or emotional neglect) have 
made your current life unmanageable, this program may be for you.  
Please call Dr. Phyllis Florian for more information about registra-
tion.  There is NO COST for this program to the people of the  
Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo.  (269) 381-8917, ext. 223 (leave 
message). 
AD ALTARE DEI (AAD) WEEKEND: They are still accepting  
registrations for the Ad Altare Dei (AAD) religious emblem weekend 
from Friday, January 13th - Sunday, January 15th at Rota-Kiwan 
(6278 Texas Dr., Kalamazoo, MI 49009). This weekend is for any 
registered Catholic youth male or female of the Boy Scouts of 
America (Boy Scouts or Venture) who is registered in a unit for at 
least 6 months and has completed the sixth (6th) grade. The target 
age for this emblem is 13 to 18 years old, however older scouts are 
also welcome to complete this medal. There is a homework  
component to complete before this weekend so please register 
today! For registration, please contact Mr. Bill Zeman, Co-Chair of 
the Catholic Committee on Scouting (CCOS), at 
bzeman2@yahoo.com<mailto:bzeman2@yahoo.com>. 
GAUDIUM CHRISTI features adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
praise and worship music, and the opportunity for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation all packed into one night! Intended for young adults,  
(college age to thirties) this offering is held at St. Joseph Parish 
(936 Lake St., Kalamazoo, MI 49001) from 7:30 ï 9:00 pm. Our 
next offering is Friday, December 16th with Fr. Raczkowski  
presiding. This time for prayer is an opportunity to be with the God 
who wants a relationship with you. There is no fee and no  
registration required; simply bring yourself and an open heart. If you 
have any questions, please contact Tim McNamara at  

tmcnamara@diokzoo.org. God bless! 

INSIDE THE PARISH AND AROUND THE DIOCESE 


